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President Sadat was a courageous man whose vision and wisdom brought 
nations and people together. 

In a world filled with hatred, he was a man of hope. In a world trapped in 
the animosities of the past, he was a man of foresight, a man who sought to 
improve a world tormented by malice and pettiness. 

He was admired and loved by the people of America. His death yester­
day—an act of infamy, cowardly infamy—fills us with horror. 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Anwar Sadat I hereby order that 
the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all 
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions until his 
interment. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same 
length of time at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, 
and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels 
and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 7th day of Oc­
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4873 of October 9, 1981 

Columbus Day 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Christopher Columbus, whose life and exploits we commemorate each Oc­
tober, is one of the true heroes of our Nation's history. 

He is justly admired as a brilliant navigator, a fearless man of action, a vi­
sionary who opened the eyes of an older world to an entirely new one. 
Above all, he personifies a view of the world that many see as quintessen-
tially American: not merely optimistic, but scornful of the very notion of 
despair. 

Nearly five centuries have passed since the fateful day on which Columbus 
changed the course of history. But his adventurous spirit lives on among us, 
challenging us to emulation and abiding with us as we too press forward on 
our voyage of discovery. 

In tribute to the achievement of Columbus and to the many sons and 
daughters of Italy who have helped to shape our life and destiny as a 
people, the Congress of the United States of America has requested the 
President to proclaim the second Monday in October of each year as Co­
lumbus Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Monday, October 12, 1981, as Columbus 
Day; and I invite the people of this Nation to observe that day in schools, 
churches, and other suitable places with appropriate ceremonies in his 
honor. 
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I also direct that the flag of the United States of America be displayed on 
all public buildings on the appointed day in memory of Christopher 
Columbus. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4874 of October 9,1981 

National Forest Products Week, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The first settlers arriving in our land looked to the forests as their key to 
survival in an untamed and often forbidding land. The forests gave them 
wood for shelter, fuel for warmth, and meat for their table. Since those 
early times, our Nation's bountiful forests have provided for the welfare of 
generations of Americans. Yet, there are almost as many trees in our for­
ests today as when the first tree was felled by our forefathers. 

Although the daily lives of most Americans are now far removed from the 
forest environment, forests still supply lumber for homes, paper for dissemi­
nating information, fuel for stoves and fireplaces, and thousands of other 
uses that have become so commonplace they are often taken for granted. 

Forests play a vital role in maintaining a healthy economy—more than 3 
million Americans are employed in wood-dependent occupations, and their 
combined production is valued at about $100 billion each year. Moreover, 
our forests provide us with a wealth of other treasures that can carry no 
price tags—water, wildlife, outdoor recreation, and wilderness. 

The contribution forests must make to our Nation's welfare will remain just 
as great in the years ahead as in the past. To meet the needs of the future, 
our forests must benefit from effective timber management and from con­
tinuing research to find better ways to utilize forest products. Improved 
wood growth and usage will make more wood products available at afford­
able prices while helping to stimulate our entire economy. 

America has been greatly blessed with the resources of our forests. To 
allow them to waste away, when they could benefit so many, would be to 
ignore our responsibilities of stewardship. Our forests must be managed in 
ways that are environmentally safe and that ensure they will be available 
for the enjoyment and use of future generations. 

If we act intelligently, our forests will continue to benefit the economy, 
even as they nourish the human spirit. The need and opportunity to com­
mune with nature, to seek solitude, and to appreciate the beauty and gran-

Editorial Note: The President's remarks of Oct. 9, 1981, on signing Proclamation 4873, are printed 
in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 17, p. 1109). 
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